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describe I am constrained to add that the judgments of both in
respect to the probable effects of the course they had marked out
for themselves and their friends upon the feelings and opinions
of the great body of the people were, in my humble, estimation, very
unreliable. Mr. Clay could not have shut his eyes to the political	°J
consequences involved in the struggle before him, nor did he affect to do so. If it proved a failure entire political prostration of its leaders, in the ratio of their prominence, must be the result— a catastrophe of which, as the leader in chief, his would be the largest share. If successful it would, in the natural course of things, raise that leader to the Presidency. Having been already twice overthrown in his aspirations in that direction there was no process of reasoning by which he could avoid the conclusion that the present would be, must be his last chance for that high distinction. He so considered the matter and laid down, as his first requirement—one which "was to be distinctly and irrevocably recognized by the bank, and, under no extremities, to be lost sight of—that there should not be on this occasion, as there had been before, a divided leadership. Of this the reader will, before the account of these transactions is closed, be made very certain. He needed the co-operation of both Webster and Calhoun. That of the latter was indispensable! Mr. Webster's not so much so, but highly desirable, and Mr. Clay hoped to obtain both. From Mr. Calhoun he could apprehend no such rivalship as has been alluded to; in respect to Mr. Webster that question stood on different ground and it was toward him, therefore, that the requisition of which I have spoken was aimed—trusting, as reasoning from the past he thought he might safely do, to the influence of the bank over Mr. Webster's action to keep the latter in the harness which was to be prepared for him. Mr. Clay's demands were ultimately satisfied in regard to both of the gentlemen named. For his success with Mr. Webster, however, he was, in all probability, indebted, as the reader will hereafter see, to an agency other than his own or the bank's and of which he was not apprised until a much later period of his life.

